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ventilation facilities available in a given laboratory may preclude certain
kinds of work or the use of certain materials.

A continuing appraisal of safety facilities (hoods, incinerators, and such)
should be made, and modernization should be instituted whenever they are
judged inadequate for the work planned.

6. RECOMMENDATIONS

SAFETY PLANS

Organizations administering laboratories should have safety plans. The
administration should actively support safety by ensuring that a safety
plan is developed and followed. All persons in the organization must
understand their responsibilities and should take appropriate actions to
ensure safe operations. In many organizations, safety committees repre-
senting the various types of persons exposed to potential hazards are
needed to discuss problems, recommend safety measures, and facilitate
communication. Most organizations should have safety coordinators to
work on problems, to serve as consultants on safety matters, and to
support those involved in providing for safe operations. The safety
program should be a regular, continuing effort and not merely a stand-by
activity that functions for a short time after each laboratory accident.

MEDICAL PROGRAM

Any person whose work involves regular and frequent handling of
toxicologically significant quantities of material that is acutely or chroni-
cally toxic should consult a qualified physician to determine whether it is
desirable to establish a regular schedule of medical surveillance, It can be
very useful to monitor body concentrations of chronic toxins such as lead
or mercury compounds. Also, it is possible that, in the future, biological
monitoring (e.g., of certain enzyme levels) may provide an indication of
excessive exposure to some toxins and also an indication that some persons
are predisposed to above-average sensitivity to certain toxic substances.
It is not clear that a schedule of regular medical surveillance will offer
significant benefit to a person working in the laboratory with carcinogens
(see Handling Chemical Carcinogens in the Laboratory: Problems of Safety,
Montesano, R., et a/., Eds.; International Agency for Research on Cancer,
Lyon, France, 1979, p. 23). Often, the analyses that could provide useful
information for medical surveillance have yet to be developed. We
therefore recommend that the need for regular medical surveillance be
decided on an individual basis by consultation between the laboratory